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CHILDREN:

IN LIFE, IN MEETINGS,
IN OUR HEARTS
(MALACH! #:6)

Hi Saints... thisisnot meant to be all-encompassing, and yet, because“ the children”
Isa subject that we receive questions about regularly — fromthe four corners of the earth
—thismay be helpful to you. Throughout the world in this generation, we are seeing the
Body of Christ come alive with desire for TRUE LIFE in the Son of God. DAILY LIFEin
the Church —a hundred mothers, brothers, sisters, and other intimate daily relationships
—is JESUS PROMISE to those who abandon their agendas, demands, and desires of
this present corrupt age.

Many have not known “ where to go” after leaving the empty “ traditions of men”
“ handed down by our forefathers’ in* attending” somereligious ceremony. After leaving
the choreographed show of some assigned “ weekly” time and place hosted by areligious
hireling or superstar... many have not known “where to go” instead! If we have no
“programs’ and do not discriminate or segregate any longer by skin color, or education,
or social and financial status, or by age—how do wethen live?! And, WHAT DOWE DO
WITH THE CHILDREN??!!

Thisisacollection of a decade or two of | etters, questions, thoughts, and transcripts. ..
fromvarious times and places, cities and countries, for the purpose of lighting the path
for those of you who are training the Next Generation to be Poet-Warriors for Jesus!

Thisisn't meant to be some cohesive, exhaustive, exhausting literary master piece.
You have been spared the cutesy anecdotes, the striking metaphors, thetear-jerking stories,
and eloquent word-smithing. This stuff has no * author” since (ssmilar to what we call
the“ New Testament” ) it wasn’'t written asa “ book” It issimply some pages taken from
real Life situations, depositing Truth into families and Churches desiring God's Heart,
In various parts of the world.

Some of these thoughts were written by sistersto sistersin other cities, or to other
sisters here locally in the Church — but would apply equally to the men reading these
thoughts. OH, for the fulfillment of the prophecy in the last verse of the Old Testament:
JESUSWILL NOT RETURN UNTIL IT STRUE, by His own Oath!

God's Riches be upon you, always...

—abunch of saintsin Indianapolis
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THE GREATEST LOVE OF ALL

(Kingdom Version)

I believe that children are our future.
Teach them well and let them lead the way.
Show them all the beauty they possess inside.
Give them a Rock of Hope - to make it easier.
Let the children's honesty
Remind us how we used to be.

Everybody's searching for a Hero;
People need someone to look up to.
I never found anyone who fulfilled my need.
A lonely place to be -
and then I found the loving Prince of Peace.

I decided long ago to live for Him who makes me whole.
When I fail, when I succeed,
I can press on because I'm freed.
No matter what they take from me,
they can't take away my destiny...
Because the Greatest Love of all is happening to me;
I found the Greatest Love of all inside of me.
The Greatest Love of all is easy to achieve;

Learning to love the SON - it is the Greatest Love of all.

I believe that children are our future.
Teach them well and let them lead the way.
Show them all the beauty they possess inside.
Give them a Rock of Hope - to make it easier.
Let the children's honesty
Remind us how we used to be.

I decided long ago to live for Him who makes me whole.
When I fail, when I succeed,
I can press on because I'm freed.
No matter what they take from me,
they can't take away my destiny...
Because the Greatest Love of all is happening to me;
I found the Greatest Love of all inside of me.
The Greatest Love of all is easy to achieve;

Learning to love the SON - it is the Greatest Love of all.

And you should know that special place
that you've been dreaming of

Leads you fo the Risen King...find your strength in HIM.

- Adapted



IN UFE

As we walk together every day, bearing one another’s burdens, loving each other,
admonishing one another, helping each other... MANY practical issues and questions
comeup. These practical situations provide great opportunitiesfor usall to learn together
more and more of Jesus’ heart and thought for every detail of our lives. Following are
some thoughts that came out of some real, practical situations related to raising our
children. It seemslike they might be helpful for others as well.

Please keep in mind, these questions and thoughts offered make the most sense in
the context of the Body of Christ that is truly functioning as a Body. Many of these
discussions that follow are amongst those that are ALREADY walking daily with one
another, as the Scriptures command, teach, and exemplify. They are ALREADY living
asafamily —one hundred brothers, sisters, mothers—walking together every day, caring
about each other, sharing each others' lives, sharing the work, bearing one another’s
burdens, walking in thelight.... al of usin love with Jesus, seeking His ways, seeking
HisKingdomindividually and together for each other, every day. Wewant Jesus’ standard
for ourselvesand our children and we know we need each other’shelp to see HisHighest!
But that doesn’t keep difficulties from ever coming up! © The conversations that follow
came out of some of our steps along this journey.

In the body of believerswe are a part of, we realize how VERY privileged we areto
have the love, help, and input of so many fellow disciplesin the nitty-gritty practicals of
raising our children. We also realize that may not be the situation for everyone who
reads this paper. You may not have many options of people you can leave your children
with and trust that Jesus’ standard will be upheld and good seeds of Hislife and love will
be planted. You may not have the advantage of others' eyes lovingly looking into your
life and your children’s lives and bringing light into your situation. All that to say, it's
our hopethat there’'smuch from thisyou will gain and be ableto apply inyour situation...
it's more our hope that you will find other lovers of Jesus to walk with every day and
together share the burdens and joys of raising children in Jesus’ ways every day. These
thoughtswill go SO MUCH further when walked out with othersthat way! And keepin
mind, if you don’t have children, either you will one day, or because of the nature of the
Kingdom of God, you will see that you already have children because “you are your
brother’s keeper.” No matter who you are, you have a part to play and giftsto offer asit
relates to the little ones.



Raw Potential

Innocence is something that is a word that is descriptive of a little baby, a child.
Innocence doesn’t mean “flawless,” and it certainly doesn’t mean “good.” Innocence
means “ packed with potential.” A person with innocence is not what you would call by
definition “good,” but rather very much filled with potential. It'slike arock on aledge.
There is potential energy empowering a kinetic energy, and with one little nudge it's
going tofall. Thedistance from the top of the cliff to the ground is the potential energy.
It's not moving, and yet there is tremendous power with a boulder on top of the ledge.
There is no motion, but tremendous power. One little touch, and it can roll over and
destroy atruck.

That's the way it is with a baby or ayoung child. They are “innocent.” They are
latent, pregnant with power, yet not necessarily for the good and not necessarily for the
evil. And that's where child-rearing comesinto play. We are accountable, responsible,
to channel that towards the good for God's glory. We are surrogate parents. We are
replacing the Father of their spiritsfor aseason. Asthey are conceived... as God brings
them into the universe... as He blows a breath of Hisair and His Spirit into the womb —
what was once a chemical situation now becomes life, achild. That'samiracle of God.
Our responsibility as parentsisto channel that innocenceinto life with their true Father.

My daughter often says to me, “You are my second favorite daddy in the whole
world.” Sheknowsthat her true Father isin heaven. Shetold her mother last week, “You
are my favorite mommy in the whole world, but Daddy is my second favorite daddy.”
Taken at face value you wouldn’t maybe know how to interpret that. © But what she
was saying was that she knows who her temporary father is, a father of her flesh, and
who her forever heavenly Father is. My jobisto present her perfect in Christ to her true
Father.

We are to raise children for Him, not simply “rear children.” That's an important
distinction. We need to get it in our heads that thisisn’t just anormal thing of life. “The
rain fallson the just and the unjust. People get pregnant, have babies, and get ajob. You
have this struggle and that struggle. Some people have migraines. Some people have
children. Some people have both. That's just the way it is” No Way! It truly isa
blessing and an intention by God to bring a child into the world.

A child is packed with potential, and as Jesus said, “Woe to him through whom sin
comes.” Sin must come, but woe, curses on him through whom it comes. Jesusisaware
of thelatent potential energy and lifein any young child. He knows of theinnocence and
potential, so it is a serious matter that we CONSIDER our responsibility to raise our
children for the King. We are accountable to God for how we “raise’ them.



Your Life No¥ Your WordSeee

“Train up achild in theway he should go, and when heisold hewill not depart from
it.” Thisisn't about telling them true, historical works and words of God. Thisis about
sharing with them the wonders of the universe and their God. It isabout requiring them
to livelives“in order” with God and HisWays. It isabout training them in submission,
respect, obedience, and even “happy” -ness, giving, loving, etc.

A student fully trained becomes like his teacher. Who you are will affect everyone
and everything you touch with 10 times the potency of your words. You can only train
children in the ways of God as much as you see and value and live the ways of God
yourself. Consecration and gifting are two different things. You don’'t lack any good
thing as you lose your life into the Body of Christ and the Purposes of God. When you
do this, your children are not limited to the exposure of your own personal gifting. But
It is not gifting that creates limitations here, it is the devotion and consecration of your
heart and life that affects them. So, the abandonment of your heart and life to Jesus
and HisPlan, and the degree to which you allow yourself to be absorbed into the Body,
will have a much greater affect on the children than will the words or knowledge you
proclaim.

“Man does not Live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth
of God.” We need to be connected to the Head in order to properly discern when achild
Isrebellious versus insecure. Either case may be wrong and/or disobedient but how we
handle one versus another is different. We need the wisdom that comes from above.
Anointed, gifted insight into each individual heart and lifeis necessary when we want to
shapelivesfor Him. Our connection to the Head goes hand-in-handwith our connection
to the Body.

Who is Your “Family”?

Who is your Family? Who are your children? We have LEFT “father, mother,
brother..” We have left PHY SICAL FAMILY and viewing life after physical, fleshly
relationships. We've been granted ahundred times as many fathers, mothersand brothers!
Now, our boundaries of responsibility include ALL who are connected to usby JESUS
blood, and He determines the level of responsibility | have for specific people, rather
than it being determined by temporary blood boundaries.

God has so graciously given us Salvation and Refuge and a Home to live in, where
HeisLord and Master and Father over all. What a blessing that has been and continues
tobe!! Inthat household, we are meant to carefor, feed, help, and encourage each other,
spurring each other on to love and good works. We can spur each other each day to a
consciousness of God and help each other recognize and avoid the pitfalls of sin. What
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awonderful blessing! WE ARE the Household of God, all brothers and sisterswith One
Father over us.

We are called to take a deep responsibility for one another and to “ carry each other’s
burdensand so fulfill the Law of Christ.” Part of that responsibility hasto do with caring
deeply for each other’s children. And this goes WAY beyond babysitting or “watching
them.” Anyone can give that! But if we are filled with God's Spirit, we can take
responsibility on amuch deeper level. We canhelp and careby “seeingtoit” that patterns
of disobedience, disrespect, or wildness or selfishnessor... don’t go on and on undealt
with and unchanged in OTHER PEOPLE’'S CHILDREN.

We must care for each other’s children on that level and GET INVOLVED to see
things change. Let's be sure the walls come down (if we have them). Walls erected by
faulty thinking such as: you “dare not” talk to anyone about their children. Or you dare
not make yourself vulnerable by saying something and getting involved. Rather, hand to
hand, eye to eye living with each other and each other’s children on a day-to-day,
consistent, prayer-filled basis. Not being afraid to help and not being unbelieving about
whether things can actually change in area way is essential.

YOU and YOUR PRAYERS and WORK can make a huge difference in your
neighbor’slife. PLEASE, let’shelp each other with our children! Wereally NEED each
other to be involved on a SPIRITUAL level. We, alone, or with only a spouse, do not
have what it takes. We really need the eyes, ears, courage and insight of other people.
Invite others in regularly if you are one who clams up and is “afraid of being a bad
parent.” Be willing to take chances and be willing to take the care necessary to do
something.

We have been redeemed from the* us4 (or 6 or 8 © ) and no more” way of lifewhere
al I"'mwilling to do in regardsto assuming spiritual responsibility iswithin my own four
walls. We even end up robbing our own children when we live that way. Let me say
again, if we are HIS, then we have LEFT “father, mother...” PHYSICAL FAMILY and
viewing life after physical, fleshly relationships. We've been granted ahundred times as
many fathers, mothers and brotherst NOW, our boundaries of responsibility include
ALL who areconnected to usby JESUS blood. HE determinesthelevel of responsibility
we have for specific people, rather than it being determined by temporary blood
boundaries.

“God first, physical family second, God’'s House third” isamindset that robs us and
others of becoming more like Jesus! Somehow, we allow our personal level of
responsibility for othersto be based on physical reasoning rather than GOD’ s reasoning.
We need to have the same kind of hope and yearning and desirefor other’schildren aswe
do our own. Of course, there will be those closest to you in God's household that you
have direct responsibility for, while others may be woven more tightly in other
relationships.

Who is my mother? Who are my brothers? And... who are my CHILDREN?? In
God's sight, other’s children are my children too. But how far are we PERSONALLY
willing to get involved on a grass roots level with that “tough one”? Do | truly “carry
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their burden”? How far havel really been willing to go? On my knees? With my words?
With help from other people? All of these are questionswe must willingly ask ourselves,
with theintent to change, if need be. Wemust really turn thingsaround in our own hearts
(and repent if necessary) in regard to viewing other people’s children after the flesh and
viewing our “family units’ after the flesh. There are no “boundaries’ in God's sight,
based on physical ties. Wewouldn’'t say, “I only love on blonde haired babies to adeep,
deep degree and all other babiesare periphery.” Sowecan't say “1 only love and carefor
my own children on the deep kind of level — everyone else's children | care about on
some other level.” Let us care as Jesus cares!

Loving Those Little Lamps

Ever heard your children referred to as “ your kids’ (baby goats)? | don’'t even
want that thought associated in any way with our children! They arelambs, not goats. ©
| haven't heard the word “kid” in reference to any of the ten or fifteen dozen young
children herein many years! © I’'mglad!

You DO realize, Family, that our main “goa” asweraise our young childrenisNOT
that wewould maketheir behavior “ perfect” —necessarily, right? Docilechildren, zombie
or compliant children, with no heart or mind or energy or creativity... are NOT the goals,
of course. | know | didn’t need to say that, but I’d like to exaggerate the point to make
the point!

Creating aquiet utopian world at homewith our lil’ onesMAY makelife easier for us,
|F wewanted to live self-centered busy lives. And the children then“learn” wewon't have
them “interfering” with our big person important agendas. “Go on out of hereand give me
peace and quiet, andlet medo MY thing!” But that isNOT the*goa” that Father hastruly
given us, OF COURSE! Again, I’'m just exaggerating to make apoint. ©

HOWEVER! We DO want themtoALWAY S* reap what they have sown” —or weare
MIS-representing God and Truth. “ Be not deceived — God is not mocked. A man reaps
what he sows” That'sjust plain Love, and being the Ambassadors Father has called usto
be to these “loaners’ — babes— He has granted us.

We MUST then: 1) Be consistent in our leadership 2) Be consistent in our clear
communication to the lambs of what is expected of them 3) Expect and train them into
Immediate responsesto our “voice” (not the second or third timewetell them something).
“Onearthasitisin Heaven...” “Asunto the Lord...” “The sheep know the Shepherd’s
Voice...” 4) Make certain that they know and experience (!) the fact that they will
always, ALWAYS*“reap” what they sow, and that ason (young or old) that isnot disciplined
isnot LOVED! (Hebrews12) Therefore, nothing isignored, overlooked, or rationalized
and excused away. Creativity in leadership and correction are surely Father’s way, and
therefore our way — but NEV ER are we inattentive or too busy to notice. Never are we
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sluggardly, or should we ever exhibit foolish disrespect for God's Principles. God is not
likethat, therefore, we, as His Representatives and Proxy parents, may not be so either —
or we are misrepresenting Him to the children.

In the midst of our children’sdiscipline, or failures or successes, it isimportant that
we remind them FREQUENTLY of their need for Messiah to forgivetheir sinsand sin’s
consequences. Remind them often of their deep need for conversion to Jesus — for the
Gift of the Spirit of Christ Jesus to inhabit their lives to free them from the POWER of
sin! Helpthemto HUNGER for Him, and be ready to bow their kneesto Him when they
are old enough to comprehend that they have crucified the Son of God and are“ cut to the
heart.”

Itisimportant to REMIND OURSELV ES that we are not attempting some massive
experiment in behavior modification or tolerating inconveniences of children that cannot
take care of themselves. Thisisabout LEADINGAYOUNGONETO THEIRMESSIAH,
and molding them into lovers and warriors for Jesusl AND, Father has granted us the
privilege of molding them before they have (as we did) terrible influences and habits to
overcome—so they are PRIMED for Jesus! They should be made to see their own sinful
natures, and the weakness of their flesh and lack of sufficient willpower to overcome.
Paint the glorious Picture for them in your discussions (“asyou rise up and sit down and
walk along the way,” and laugh or spank or tickle them) of the wonderful Gift of God —
by Trust and Abandonment in Jesus—which He has offered usall freely. INVITE them,
daily, into His Possibilities for their futures!

Don’'t allow them to run ahead to “ Braxton-Hicks” fal se conversions—on emotions,
or their desires to please you (or to get out of trouble!). Many such “young childhood
conversions’ in the religious world are not truly asecond birth at al. Thisis proven by
thetragic and ridiculously unnecessary record in the denominations of losing 70-90% of
their teensto theworld. BUT, with an eyetowards TRUE conversion at thefoot of Jesus
Cross, do be sowing the Seeds —for when it IS timel!

“Getting results’ in child-rearing is not the goal, as wonderful asthat sounds! Even
though we may not achieve instant perfect behavior from the children (though
CONSISTENCY is still MANDATORY!), thereis still much GOOD NEWS in this, if
we're functioning as we've been describing.

If your childisnot |earning obedience super quickly andisstrong-willed, that doesn’t
mean you are a failure, if you are making certain they are reaping what they’ve sown,
and a so planting Good News Seeds! If their “wiring” issuch that they'reabit “energetic”
—just view it thisway: whenthey DO givetheir livesto Jesus (and their “ niceness’ won't
deceive them into thinking they are “Christians’ when they are not, since they are not
nice oftentimes) — they can give it ALL to Jesus. “He who is forgiven much...LOVES
MUCH!”

Will we make some mistakes, as we grow up in these things? Sure. But, God has
done many good thingsin many of us, in spite of terrible“upbringing” and falsereligion
and vices and corrupt “friendships’ that adultsin our lives did little or nothing to protect
usfrom. IN SPITE of much sininour livesand in our upbringing and our pain, Father is
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still able to wash us and cleanse us and lift us up, and even equip us to love and serve
Him and His People and Purposess HOW MUCH MORE will our children, free from
the scars — of bad companionship, absence of leadership, vices and sin — be able to See
Him high and lifted up!

And, again, even if we're not perfect (duh!) God is able to Work through those who
love Him and lay down their lives for Him daily amongst His People and Plan. We'll
seek HisWisdom — regardless of personal cost. And so, He will be with us, not leaving
usasorphans. The* Governmentison HISshoulders!” Let'sgoforwardwith DANCING
in our hearts, rather than trepidation! We're privileged to learn His glorious Ways, and
participate in His Work with these young ones!

“ Before the great and awesome Day of the Lord arrives, | will turn the hearts of the
fathersto the children, and the hearts of the children to the fathers!”

Those who may be so very caught up in the “End Times” movies and books and
talk... should be devoted to loving everyone's children into greatness for Jesus. Ain't
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“RAISING CHILDREN
FOR THE KING”  parr+

The Law Of Sowing And Reaping

I’d suggest that we, in spite of even faultlessinsight and intellect in regardsto every
area of human development from a physical and spiritual standpoint, would not ever be
capable of controlling the ultimate outcome of our labors. 1n other words, it will always
come down to a face-to-face encounter with aliving God. We cannot “do it for them.”
They, like us, will be “born, not of blood, nor of thewill of flesh, nor of thewill of man,
but of God.” Thisisthe only way it is going to happen — not of human decision, not of
natural descent, not of a husband’'s will, but born of God. We will not be able to make
them be born of God, no matter how accurate our insight is into the ways of God. We
can't do it for them. That'stheir encounter with the living God.

However, we do have a responsibility as “substitute parents’ (Heb12: 5-11; Luke
11:11-13) to “train them in the way they should go.” Specifically, we must be certain
that they know the unalterable, invariable Law that says. “A man reaps what he sows.”
He may not reap it today, but in due season, | guarantee you that every man will reap
what he sows. Itisunalterable. Itislikethelaw of gravity —it’'s going to happen; aman
reapswhat he sows. If you sow acorn seed, you will not reap an oak tree. Itisimpossible.
It'snot going to happen. If aman of aparticular speciesisinvolved in the propagation of
that species—guesswhat —hewill propagate only that species! The seed determinesthe
outcome. It will alwaysbethat case, and you will always reap what you sow. Never will
a pumpkin seed go into the ground, and cabbage come up. From Genesis chapter one,
throughout Jesus' teaching (Luke 6:43-45 etc.), and to the end of the Bible—“A man
reaps what he sows” “in due season.”

A Price Must Be Paid Every Single Time

Again, asupside down asit sounds, our job with our children isnot to get “ results;’
but to make certain that they see the consistency of paying the price every single time
they sow seed —whether “to the flesh” or “to the Spirit.” (A side note, worthy of several
pagesto some parents. NEVER, NEVER, NEVER should a child be disciplined out of
selfish anger.) Without thisvision, the external behavior may be conveniently atered to
avoid punishment or to manipul ate aresponse from you, but the heart will not be changed
towards God! What a price to pay for our carelessness and lazy inconsistency!

We need to disciple our children into realizing that if they sow to the flesh, they will
reap destruction. When they sin, there is a price that must be paid. When we are
inconsistent because of laziness or lack of sensitivity in disciplining children, then we
are teaching them that they do not reap what they sow. When we just | et things go by, or
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when we just give them alittle whack and say “Be on your way,” or when we tell them
not to do something, and we ignore it when they do it anyway because we are so busy
with our own affairs, we are teaching them that you do not reap what you sow. “I can
sow anything | want and reap a good harvest. | can belazy, | can sow weeds and | can
reap wheat.” That’'swhat we aretelling them when thereisinconsistent disciplinein the
raising of our children.

If we are not aware and consistent, we are teaching them that they can break the law
of sowing and reaping. When, in fact, they actually can’t break it, because God, their
true Father, is going to bring about the bad harvest in their lives whether they know it or
not, in due season.

Our job isto continue to push microcosmsin front of them. We are to show them on
asmall scalewhat istrueon aspiritual level. We must be consistent in physical, material
matters so that they will know in spiritual matters and matters of the heart that they will
reap what they sow.

The Kingdom IsWithin You

Aswe areraising up the children in the nurture and the admonition of the Lord, we
are teaching them the principles in the material world, the visua aids that will alow
them to understand the neither-here-nor-there-but-within-you principles of the heart.

All of the Old Testament is a foreshadowing of the reality that is in Christ. The
entire old covenant isavisual aid in the material world of the redlity that is true in the
Kingdom of God. And that the Kingdom of God is neither here nor there — but within
you! The old kingdom was a kingdom of sacrificial system and temples, etc. Now the
Kingdom of God is that God does not dwell in temples built by men. Not in brick and
mortar and not in steeple houses — he dwells in men. The kingdom is neither here nor
there. It'snot at 9 am. on Sunday morning. Itiswithin you! The sacrificeisaliving
sacrifice, no longer a lamb, goat, or bull. The Kingdom is not in the old covenant of
material things, but now it iswithinyou. Itisaspiritual reality.

God's people were always called the “ children of Israel.” Did you ever notice that?
Point being, God referred to them as children, and they are in fact types of children
today. The law of sowing and reaping and the law itself — the commandments, the
sacrificial system —all of that isrelative to their position as children asthey are slavesin
the household. When you are child, it saysin Gal. 4, you are just like a dave in the
household even though the whole inheritance is yours. It's not until you come into
huios, sonship, that you really understand the inheritance that belongs to you.

“Moses said to you, ‘Do not kill,” but | say to you, ‘If you hate you have committed
murder.” Moses said to you, ‘Do not commit adultery,” but | say to you, ‘If you violate
your will, if you violate your heart, you have committed adultery already. If you have
lusted you have committed adultery already.” Thefulfillment of thelaw inthe Kingdom
of God has to do with heart issues. God is not interested in behavior modification. He
wants your will and your heart.
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We teach that to our children by teaching them the law of sowing and reaping in the
material world. By doing that we are teaching them the law of sowing and reaping in the
spiritual world. If we areinconsistent in the material world, they will not believein the
justice of God and the holiness of God in the spiritual world, unlessthey have arevelation
and probably atremendousfall on their own apart fromthat. It can be done, it happened
to most of us. We didn’t grow up understanding any of these things.

Let’sGet It Right NOW

Most of us didn’'t have parents that taught us these things. Yet somehow, by God's
Fatherheart, He intervened and showed us some of these things anyway. Our job isto
turn our hearts to the children and the children to the Father, so that we can have a
generation of children unadulterated by the patterns of theworld. We want themto grab
that torch in full stride, running at full speed towardstheglory of God, usheringin the
return of JesusChrist! We DON'’ T want them to haveto undo all the bad thingsthat we
have passed on to them.

It's paramount, it’'s important, it's mandatory in my book — that we get these things
right NOW even though we may not have learned them before. The Fatherheart of God
can overcome our inadequacies, and that’sagood thing to know because we are probably
never going to get al of these things perfectly in line. God's Fatherheart is able to
overcome these things, but if we can teach the children these thingsin the here and now,
in the shadow of the physical world, then God can more readily grab their heartsin the
spiritual world.

Our job with our children is not to get results, but to make certain that they see that
If they sow a seed, they will reap aharvest every singletime. If wewon’'t be consistent,
we will not teach them how to really change their hearts. They will only learn how to
manipulate us — “Well, Dad, | just love you soooo much....” “What do you want from
me?’ “Car keys, dad.” See how that happens? It happens because they have not learned
the consistency of the holiness and the judgment and the knowledge and the wisdom and
the vastness of God. And this happens because we have been inconsistent! They can
manipulate us and get away with it, and they know they can. So they think they can
manipulate God, too, until a greater revelation and probably a tremendous fall comes
aong. What a priceto pay for our carelessness and lazy inconsistency!

Grace

In conjunction with this, as your love and mercy dictate in accordance with their
“ignorance,” you may decide to demonstrate the Grace of God. (I Timothy 1:13
“Although | was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an insolent man; | obtained
mercy because| diditignorantly inunbelief.”) Asour children areignorant and walking
in unbelief, asthey don’t have understanding of all the righteousness of God, we may,
out of our mercy (out of our Fatherheart or our Motherheart), give them mercy and
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show them kindness. You may decide to demonstrate the grace of God rather than just
tremendous consistent discipline every single time they even ook at us cross-eyed.

There may be atime when grace is the order of the day. However, “Grace” is not
“overlooking” sin and mindlessly or “lovingly” pretending it didn’t happen, but it is
allowing someone el se to pay the price for the transgression, rather than the one who
committed it. You have to understand that grace is not overlooking sin. Grace is
allowing someone else to pay the price. Sinisnever overlooked. Thewagesof sinis
always death. Thereis never an exception to that. We will always reap what we sow.
Thereis never an exception to that unless we allow someone to become a curse for us,
unlesswe allow someone to become sin for us that we might become His righteousness
(2 Cor. 5:21).

TheWhole Law

Divine Justice and the Law of Sowing and Reaping do not allow “lawbreaking” to
be ignored, even once. The Word of God is very clear on that (Rev.21: 27; Rom.3: 23;
Rom.6: 23; Jas.2: 10-11; Gal.3: 10-14).

James 2:10-11 says that if you have committed even the dlightest sin, then you are
guilty of breaking the whole law. If you have just had a bad attitude, if you have been
disgusted at your boss, if you have been deceptive in the slightest way (maybe you just
haven't told the whole truth), then the Word of God says that you are guilty of breaking
theentirelaw. You might aswell have been arapist and a murderer, because you will be
judged as a rapist and murderer for even rolling your eyes one time. You are guilty of
violating the entire law if you violate it on even asingle point.

Why isthat? Because when you violate it on even a single point, you are shaking
your fist at God. You have said, “God, you don't have the right to tell me what to do.”
That’'saviolation of Hisholiness, and ,therefore, aviolation of Hisperson! Itisaviolation
of Hispersonto totally disregard everything about God and to make ourselvesalaw unto
ourselves. “I will decidewhat isgood and evil. | will decidethisisalittlesinandthisis
abig one. Thisisimportant, thisis unimportant. Thisis okay, thisisn't okay. It's not
okay to murder, but it is okay to roll my eyes. It's okay to slander my boss or to have a
bad attitude and slander my neighbor.” God says it's murder.

Moses said to you, “Do not kill.” But | say to you, “If you call your brother aname
you are guilty of murder” The nature of lawlessness is that we become a law unto
ourselves. Weviolate God’'sholiness. If weviolate God's holiness, we aretotally guilty
of violating every point of law and wearein alot of trouble because the wages of violating
God is aways death. There's never an exception to that.

Jesus Took The Curse
Gal. 3:10-14 saysif wetry to bejustified by thelaw, we are under acurse. If wetry
to do good in order to please God and we become alaw unto ourselves judging good and

17



evil, then we are under acurse, and we shall die. It saysthat Jesus becameacursefor us,
because “cursed is he who dieson atree” But if we, by faith, receive what the gift of
God in Christ Jesus is and who we are, then we are clothed with Christ and are sons of
God. How? By faith in Jesus Christ. “For as many of you that have been baptized into
Chrigt, that have been clothed with Christ...” 1f we enter into the righteousness of God in
Jesus Christ by faith in Jesus Christ, then He becomes sin for us while we become His
righteousness. If wewon'’t alow Him to becomeacursefor us because wewon't receive
His mercy and His kindness and grace by faith... if we decide we are going to justify
ourselves in God's sight, then we are cursed because we are guilty of breaking every
point of the law and we will die on that tree. The law isvery clear on that.

The Good News of Jesus Christ will beforeshadowed to your children asyou cregtively
demonstrate the unwavering absol uteness of the Laws of God, and also, asMercy isaroused
— the Grace of someone else receiving the irrevocable punishment warranted by the
transgression of the command that God, through the parents, has issued. (Ascrazy asit
seems, “fast” for aday to pay the punishment that the child should have had to pay, or skip
desert for them — and tell them why you're doing it — if you decide to extend them grace
that is“unmerited”. It could be athousand different expressions, but let it be something!)
Divine Justice says that one always reaps what they sow, and “grace” is never that sin is
ignored, but that someone el se pays for your transgression instead of you.

We issue a command to our children — if they violate that, even in attitude, they
become guilty of violating the whole relationship between son and parent, daughter and
parent. They become guilty of breaking the entire law by rolling their eyes. Thelaw is
that they are worthy of death. And, in fact, the old covenant was that if a child was not
obedient to his parents, they would be stoned publicly in front of the whole church, in
front of all Israel. That was the foreshadowing of family relationships and God was
trying to show us that the rolling of the eyesisto violate the relationship of the family.
That istruefor husband and wife. That istruefor child and parent. Anditisanirrevocable
law, and that warrants death according to the word of God.

Here'sthe neat part: Ashard asall that sounds, the good news of Jesus Christ isthat
He can become sin for us. He can become the cursefor us. Thisisalife or death issue.
Thisisn't just alittle bit of agame, alittle bit of word play. Thisislife and death. If we
won't receive Jesus Christ as sin for us but rather we decide we are going to live a good
Christian life to earn our salvation before God, then we are guilty of the entire law if we
fall just once. You are okay if you don't even fail once. But if you fail once, you are
guilty of violating the whole of God’s love for you. And in so doing, you are guilty of
violating the whole law, which is punishable by death. It'strue in a child relationship
with a parent as well. The good news of Jesus Christ foreshadowed in our relationship
with our children isthat we can also show them agrace not by overlooking their sin, but
by allowing that sin to be paid in another way. Don’t miss this opportunity to bring your
children through a learning experience that they will either learn when they’re young,
learn when they’re older (more difficult)... or never learn at all —and lose their soulsfor
eternity, “reaping what they’ve sown.”
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Taking The Punishment

One classic example that was very clear was when my daughter wasinterrupting a
conversation that | was having with some adults. The law of God through the parent
was “don’'t ever interrupt adults,” and she did it. She did it innocently. She was a
blasphemer out of ignorance, so she was shown mercy. Grace was aroused, and | took
her punishment for her. She should have been spanked, but | literally took that spanking
for her. Asbizarre asthat sounds, (and there are athousand waysfor that to be wrought
out) it hasto be seen clearly that the punishment will always be there 100% of thetime
—not 99%. “I’m going to pay the price for you.” 100% justice. 100% of the time.
Grace is simply allowing someone else to pay that punishment for them. A man will
reap what he sows, unless someone else reaps it for him.

It's going to take some creativity and some thought on our part to make certain that
the priceispaid. “The price must be paid; here's how it will be paid,” or “I’m going to
fast for today because of this transgression in your life...” There must be 100% justice.
Evenif thereisgrace extended, that’s not overlooking. 1t'ssubstitutionary, it’simputed,
and it’s not overlooked.

Under stand, Nurture, And Admonish

Jesus Christ has reaped what we have sown onthe cross. Hehasdied. Thewages of
sinisdeath, and He pa